
For many people, this holiday season will look 
much different than prior years. There are some 
countries, such as New Zealand, which have managed 
to be COVID-free after following very strict guidelines 
and stay-at-home orders. However, almost every 
country has some form of COVID-19 guidelines, which 
means that large gatherings are discouraged. Typically 
the holidays are a time for friends and family to come 
together and celebrate. Sadly, like many things, that 
simply is not safe for this year. The safest thing to do is 
to celebrate with the people you live with, and are 
exposed to everyday. With COVID cases on the rise, 
after many people celebrated Thanksgiving in person, 
another major gathering so soon after this uptick in 
cases could be disastrous. Nonetheless, people are 
making the best of the situation by adapting their 
traditions and making new ones!

Like many people, for Maddi Walters, the 
holidays are “a time to come together and just have 
fun!” Her sentiment is echoed by many people, like 
Landon Stilz who agrees that the holidays are “about 
being with the people you care about.” For Ashira 
Foley, the holiday season is about not only taking time 
to connect to her family, but also to her “Jewish 
heritage, and ‘family’ all over the world, and to take a 
break from the stress of the world and appreciate life.” 

The Holiday Season Amidst the Pandemic

By  Lily Collins

Sadly, many traditions that have been 
honored for years will not be able to happen. The 
most common of which is simply having your whole 
family come together for the holidays. Many of 
these have transitioned to zoom, which does have 
some upsides. Families who are scattered 
throughout the country might be able to all see each 
other, (even if over Zoom), and people may be able 
to see family members on both of their parents' 
sides. In addition, during these tough times, families 
are still finding ways to come together, even if it’s 
only with the people in their immediate family.

Although this year her family won’t be 
traveling to physically come together, Maddi’s 
family has started a new tradition where they do a 
fun activity each weekend leading up to christmas, 
like making cookies or painting ornaments. Finding 
joy in these tough times is important, and keeping 
things as normal as possible, while still being safe, 
is something that we all will have to adapt to for this 
upcoming winter holiday season.
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The holidays are upon us once again. And the 
Clinton Community is getting into that holiday spirit. 
The Clinton Chamber of Commerce held their annual 
Shoppers’ Stroll this year, kicking that festive cheer into 
high gear. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic this year, they 
were not able to hold the Christmas parade where Santa 
and Mrs. Claus pay our town a visit. They were still 
able to do their best with the challenges that they were 
given for running the Shoppers’ Stroll. Stores all along 
the parkway had their holiday sales and people, who all 
followed social distancing guidelines, came to get some 
of their shopping done.

Strolling into the Holidays

By Landon Stilz

Families were able to walk around town on a beautiful 
day and enjoyed the festive times with the town’s 
beautifully lit Christmas tree shining on the green. And 
if they didn’t feel like walking, families were able to 
purchase tickets to ride around town in a horse-drawn 
carriage. 

And at night, the lights all around the village 
shine across the streets, and the Christmas tree in the 
gazebo is in the center of it all for everyone to see and 
sit around. The sidewalks are lit up by the white lights 
surrounding the trees, and the fire department’s tree 
towers over the rest. It is truly the holidays in Clinton 
once again.
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It’s That Time of Year! Let’s Get into the Holiday Spirit🎄



Feeding Our Local Heroes

Around the holidays, hearts are usually warm 
with generosity for others, that includes teachers and 
students as well. Clinton high school students support 
a charity for veterans called “Feed Our Vets”, which is 
celebrating its’ ten year anniversary. This national 
charity has assisted more than 20,000 veterans and 
their family members. Not only that, they provide 
public education and outreach. Food donated from 
private donors, like our school, is available to local 
veterans, from the Utica, New York area. Local 
veterans can go to the “store” to “shop” for items. All 
of the food is free. 

Clinton Central School’s efforts began many 
years ago, with a student led food drive  prior to the 
holidays. Currently Mr. McIntosh coordinates the 
annual “Feed Our Vets” drive, usually with the 
assistance of the freshman class. The students set up 
and distribute boxes and  hang  posters. Canned and 
dry foods are collected. 

The food is stored in Mr. McIntosh’s room and the 
“Feed Our Vets” organization comes to the school to 
pick up the donations. 

Typically the drive begins before Veterans Day 
every year. Due to COVID-19, it has been delayed for 
approximately a month. The collected food will be  
loaded with a mechanical lift so there is no 
human-to-human contact. Last year CCS received 
nearly 295 pounds of donated food! The goal for this 
year is 300 pounds and with the generous spirit of our 
school this may be achieved!

If you have  more questions, reach out to Mr. 
McIntosh. If you would like to support this worthy 
charity, and missed the food drive at school, they accept 
monetary donations of any amount. They also utilize 
volunteers. It has been a rough year for everyone, so 
let’s all come together to help our local heroes in need. 

By Mekayla Beckwith
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P2 During the Holidays

By Sydney Labayewski

The Positivity Project is an organization that 
promotes helping America's youth build stronger 
relationships with everyone around them. The club does 
so by recognizing the character strengths in each 
member and in others. The organization has been a part 
of the Clinton school district for over three years. Mrs. 
Washburn, Chemistry and SUPA biology teacher, and 
Mrs. Pavone, Art teacher, are the advisors for the 
Positivity Project. 

In a normal year, their primary goal is to 
educate everyone on character traits. In prior years, 
students would volunteer at the Presbyterian home. 
With visitation limited, the advisors have found new 
ways to encourage the community. Mrs. Pavone and 
Co- President  Kate Stockwell, try to incorporate 
different character traits into the P2 weekly newsletter 
titled “Ray of Sunshine”. Kate “really spearheaded” the 
newsletter when schools went remote last spring. 

This year, the Positivity Project is organizing 
basket raffle fundraisers. So far, the club has done two 
basket raffles. Their October basket featured a lot of 
Halloween themed items and the proceeds went to the 
Country Pantry. The November basket featured 
numerous fall items,  such as candles and mugs. 

All of the proceeds went to the Humane Society.  Lizzie 
Wratten came up with the idea to make a second basket, 
filled with different types of pet toys, food, and 
blankets. This basket was donated directly to the 
Humane Society.

 In December P2 partnered with the Middle 
School and the Elementary School to “Stuff the Bus”.  
This fundraiser is a toy drive to benefit local children, 
just in time for the holidays. They collected unwrapped 
toys for the Stuff the Bus Toy Drive. On December 
10th at 9 am, KISS FM came to the bus loop to collect 
the toys. 

Looking forward to the late winter, the 
Positivity Project also plans to host a virtual talent 
show late in February or early March. Keep an eye out 
for “Clinton’s Got Talent”.
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The Bright Lights of Hollywood Shine on CCS Graduate

By Boone Schaffer

As one of a few Black students, in a majority 
white school, Marty did face episodes of racism.  He 
was called racial slurs and experienced disrespect by 
some members of the community. "Whenever events 
like this occurred,” said Marty, “I would try to deal 
with them at the moment and brush it off. The positivity 
of the Clinton community always outweighed the 
negativity.”

"I made many lasting friendships in Clinton," 
says Marty. "I continue to stay in touch with my host 
family and other classmates." He cherishes the memory 
of going camping with the Hinderling family. Dance 
parties at the ABC House were also a highlight.  A 
treasured memento is his high school yearbook that 
contains photos from school dances, spirit weeks, and 
sports. Marty also enjoyed going to the Cider Mill and 
other local spots with friends. 

After high school graduation, Marty went to the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst where he 
received his undergraduate degree. Having tasted the 
spotlight at CCS, Marty followed his passion for acting 
and the performing arts. He is a classically trained 
opera singer who can sing in Italian, French, German, 
Russian, Latin, and Japanese. He’s also a professional 
actor who has been featured in episodes of The 
Blacklist and Wu-Tang Clan: An American Saga. 

Pay attention. Next time you are watching 
television, Martin Fisher’s face just might appear on the 
screen. His success and achievements are an example to 
all of how far you can go in life if you work hard and 
follow your passions.

Photo by Martin Fisher
Your high school graduation will just be the 

beginning of your life’s adventures. There’s no limit to 
where your education can take you. CCS graduates 
have moved on to make so many contributions to 
society it is impossible to list. We see them every day 
as athletes, scientists, mathematicians, teachers, 
restaurant owners, and real estate agents. For each 
generation, school is a challenge. But after graduating, 
many alumni share a profound gratitude for all their 
priceless high school experiences, which have shaped 
the individuals they are today.

Martin Fisher attended CCS during his junior 
and senior years and was a member of the Class of 
1987. Prior to living in Clinton, he grew up in New 
Jersey. He moved to Clinton to join the ABC Program 
(A Better Chance) hosted by Hamilton College. ABC 
helps provide educational and social opportunities for 
students with limited academic resources.

"I discovered a lot of my passions and identity 
as an individual during my time at Clinton High 
School," said Marty, "I enjoyed participating with many 
different people in a variety of activities, whether I was 
working on my academics, participating in sports, or 
performing in the choir or school musical, with Ms. 
Ruckle." 

"One day, while I was walking down the 
hallway, one of my teachers heard me singing out loud. 
He convinced me to join the school choir and told me it 
might be something I would be interested in," said 
Marty. "I was used to performing at church and other 
community events. But it wasn't until high school that I 
became very passionate about the performing arts."

Marty also participated in the school musical 
Anything Goes. Along with performing, he was also a 
multiple-sport athlete. He was a member of the track 
and field and volleyball teams. "During my senior year, 
Coach Tim Suppe convinced me to participate in the 
3200-meter relay," said Marty, "At the time, it was a 
challenge. But I was proud that I persevered and had 
coaches that saw potential in me that I didn’t see in 
myself."

"My favorite class at school was always social 
studies. I enjoyed our in-class debates with Mr. 
Gressler," said Marty. "I also had a great science 
teacher, Mrs. Kinnel. Although she was strict at times, 
she cared about her students and had high 
expectations." Marty also enjoyed AP Art, with Mr. 
Cittadino. “I respected him because he was very kind in 
moments of personal self-doubt,” said Marty.


